
Contributors
Alex Romagnoli is an Assistant Professor of English Education at

Monmouth University. Previously, Alex taught composition at Indiana
University of Pennsylvania (IUP) and high school English at East
Stroudsburg High School South. Romagnoli is co-author, with Gian
Pagnucci, of Enter the Superheroes: American Values, Culture, and the
Canon of Superhero Literature. He was the recipient of the IUP
Composition and TESOL program's "Exemplary Teaching of Literacy and
Language Award" in 2013. His research interests include multimodality,
multiliteracies, graphic novels in academic contexts, and popular cul-
ture.

Gian Pagnucci is Chair of the Department of English at Indiana University
of Pennsylvania where he has taught for 20 years. In 2009, Dr. Pagnucci
was selected to be an IUP Distinguished University Professor. Pagnucci
is co-author, with Alex Romagnoli, of Enter the Superheroes: American
Values, Culture, and the Canon of Superhero Literature. He is also the
author of 3 other books including Living the Narrative Life: Stories as a
Tool for Meaning Making. His scholarly interests include comics studies,
narrative research, composition pedagogy, technology and literacy, and
technical writing. His favorite superheroes are Moon Knight and Captain
America.

Joshua Begley earned his Ph.D. from the Graduate Studies in Literature
and Criticism Program at Indiana University of Pennsylvania. He cur-
rently works as an Instructor in Full Sail University's Creative Writing
Program where he teaches the course Symbolic Communication and
Cartography. His main areas of interest are play theory, performance the-
ory, adaptation, and sequential art. 

John Yu Branscum is an Assistant Professor of English at Indiana University
of Pennsylvania, the literary editor for the international, post-punk fash-
ion and culture magazine Black & Grey, and a consultant chef for the
comic book store café “77” in Yentai, China.  His work has been pub-
lished in journals ranging from the Evergreen Review to North American
Review, and has won such awards as the Ursula LeGuin Award for
Imaginative Literature. His co-edited book Red Holler: An Anthology of
Contemporary Appalachian Literature was published by Sarabande
Books in 2013 and received the Linda Bruckheimer Award for Kentucky
Literature.

Brian Burke teaches composition, literature, film and TESOL at Saint
Francis University in Loretto, Pennsylvania.  His current passion is devel-
oping a series of comic book mythology courses that will analyze the
superhero code, the continuity of comics, the character archetype, and
the rhetoric of artistic imagery.

Wendy Carse was an Associate Professor of English at Indiana University
of Pennsylvania. Her areas of interest included Victorian literature, hor-
ror films and literature, Sherlock Holmes, and the gothic. Carse won an
IUP Teaching Excellence Award in 2010 and Outstanding IUP English
Advisor Awards in 1997, 2003, and 2009. She also served as
Coordinator of the IUP English Bachelor of Arts Program for fourteen
years. Dr. Carse passed away in 2013 and is greatly missed by her hus-
band Robert and her family, friends, and colleagues.



Jonathon Cooper is an Assistant Professor of Criminology and Criminal
Justice at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, where he also directs the
Criminology Advising Center. Primarily a policing scholar, Cooper is
also interested in the representation of crime and justice in the media,
including graphic novels. A Marvel fan since the early 90s, he was con-
verted to DC by, against all odds, the New 52.

Edmund Cueva is Professor of Classics and Humanities at the University of
Houston-Downtown, where he currently serves as Chair of the
Department of Arts and Humanities. His doctorate in Classics is from
Loyola University Chicago. His areas of research, publication, and
teaching include the Greek and Roman Novels, the Graeco-Roman
World, Mythology, Ancient Literature and the Occult, and Patristics.

Michael Dittman is an Assistant Professor of English at Butler
(Pennsylvania) County Community College.  He has written on comics
extensively for the International Journal of Comic Arts and other outlets
both popular and scholarly.  His books include Jack Kerouac
(Greenwood), Masterpieces of the Beat Generation (Greenwood), and
the novel Small Brutal Incidents (Contemporary).  He is currently com-
pleting a manuscript on the dialogical use of technology by fan commu-
nities.

Sandra Eckard is an Associate Professor of English at East Stroudsburg
University of Pennsylvania where she teaches writing, works with
English Education students, and directs the Writing Studio. She special-
izes in teaching writing, tutoring writing, and using pop culture in the
classroom. Her second book, Yin and Yang in the English Classroom:
Teaching with Popular Culture Texts, was recently published by Rowman
& Littlefield.

Brandon Galm is currently a Ph.D. Candidate in the Graduate Studies in
Literature and Criticism Program and a Temporary Faculty member in
the Department of English at Indiana University of Pennsylvania. Galm
also received his Master of Arts in English—Generalist from IUP. His
research interests lie in Ecocriticism, Environmental Justice, and Critical
Race Studies, as well as the merging and intersections of those three. He
is currently working on his dissertation, focusing on Post-Katrina
Literatures as modes of representation that further our understanding of
our experiences with race and place in the United States, and the ways
that disasters like Hurricane Katrina can reveal those ideological expe-
riences to us.

Oriana Gatta is an Assistant Professor of English in Writing Studies and an
affiliate Women’s Studies faculty member at Indiana University of
Pennsylvania. She has previously published on comics and composition
in Composition Studies and ImageText and does her best to use rhetoric
for the contextually greater good.

Tanya Heflin is an Assistant Professor of English in the Graduate Studies in
Literature and Criticism Program at Indiana University of Pennsylvania,
where she teaches courses in critical theory, women’s literature, and
American literature. Her interest in graphic memoir draws from her
background in autobiography theory, and she is working on a new
monograph that traces women’s visual life-writing genres from nine-

368 WORKS AND DAYS



teenth-century scrapbooking to present-day graphic memoir. Sharing a
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