
WORKS AND DAYS
59/60

in collaboration with

Cultural Logic

Culture and Crisis

Edited by

Joseph G. Ramsey

Editorial Assistants:

Zachary A. Rhone
Jessica Showalter

Volume 30 2012

ISSN 0886-2060



Editorial Policy
Works and Days provides a scholarly forum for the exploration of problems

in cultural studies, pedagogy, institutional critique, and critical university
studies. Each issue of the journal is organized around specific inquiries
conducted as shared disciplinary or postdisciplinary research projects. 

Works and Days aims to serve not only as a forum for collaborative
research and teaching, but also as an environment in which mutual inquiries
may flourish. Thus, we are eager to hear from collaborators who are already
at work on projects suitable for publication in Works and Days. We also
encourage proposals for joint projects and will assist in their formation. 

Subscriptions:
Individuals:  $15;   Outside U.S.A.:  $20
Libraries/Institutions:  $50;   Outside U.S.A.:  $60

Acknowledgments: Front cover design by Zachary A. Rhone. Cover photo
credit courtesy of Adbusters.

Correspondence: Direct correspondence to Works and Days, English Department,
110 Leonard Hall, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA  15705. 

All e-mail correspondence should be sent to: 
downing@iup.edu.

Web site: www.worksanddays.net

Indexing: MLA, Humanities Index, CompPile

Publication: Works and Days is partially funded by the College of Humanities
and Social Sciences of Indiana University of Pennsylvania.

Copyright: © 2012 by David B. Downing. ISSN 0886-2060



WORKS AND DAYS 
59/60

Volume 30, 2012

in collaboration with

Cultural Logic

Culture and Crisis

Edited by 

Joseph G. Ramsey

David B. Downing Foreword, in Solidarity 6

______________

Joseph G. Ramsey Culture and Crisis: 9
An Introduction

______________



4

I. The Current Conjuncture:
Capitalist Crises and The Crisis of the Left

Michael Joseph Roberto  Moment of Transition:           51
Gregory Meyerson Structural Crisis and the Case for
Jamey Essex a Democratic Socialist Party
Jeff Noonan 

Julie P. Torrant Class and the New Family in the  119
Wake of the Housing Collapse

Dan DiMaggio Road Maps, Dead Ends, and the Search  143
for Fresh Ground: How Can We Build the
Socialist Movement in the 21st Century?

______________

II. Crisis, Imagination, and the Return to Marx’s Capital

Max Haiven The Financial Crisis as a Crisis of 183
the Imagination

Vesa Oitinen A Marx for the Left Today: 203
Andre Maidansky Interview with Marcello Musto

Amedeo Policante Vampires of Capital: 213
Gothic Reflections between Horror and 
Hope

Robert T. Tally, Jr. Meta-Capital: 231
Culture and Financial Derivatives

______________

III. Remembering the Depression Era:
Recovering Left Culture in a Time of Crisis

Benjamin Balthaser Re-Staging the Great Depression: 249
Genre as Social Memory in 
Darren Aronofsky’s The Wrestler



5

Joseph G. Ramsey Invisible Tragedies, Invisible 265
Possibilities: Or, Re-Reading What’s Left of a 
Great American (Anti-Communist) Novel
(Review of Barbara Foley’s
Wrestling with the Left)

Tristan Sipley Proletarian Pastoral Reconsidered: 287
Reading Mike Gold 
in an Age of Ecological Crisis

Chris Vials Fight Against War and Fascism and 309
the Origins of Antifascism in U.S. Culture

______________

IV. Theoretical Practice in a Time of Crisis:
Adorno, Benjamin, and Brecht

Kevin Floyd The Importance of Being Childish: 323
Queer Utopians and Historical Contradiction

Carl Grey Martin Exhuming Brecht 339
(Review of Ermut Wizisla’s
Walter Benjamin and Bertold Brecht --
The Story of a Friendship)

______________

V. Reading Crisis as Ruling-Class Strategy

Kanishka Chowdhury Deflecting Crisis: 349
Critiquing Capitalism’s 
Emancipation Narrative

Kim Emery Crisis Management in Higher         361
Education: RCM and the Politics
of Crisis at the University of Florida

Heather Steffen Student Internships and 379
the Privilege to Work



6

Foreward, in Solidarity

David B. Downing

Today, we do not know what we have to do, but we
have to act now, because the consequences of inaction
could be catastrophic. (480)

--Slavoz Žižek, Living in the End Times

In July, 2011, when the online magazine Adbusters created the
striking image of the bull and ballerina, few people probably could
have predicted that this very image would soon resonate around
the world as an inspiration for the Occupy Wall Street movement.
There is something so visceral in the contrast between the charging
bull from Bowling Green in lower Manhattan as an iconic image of
Wall Street aggression and the strikingly poised female beauty of
the ballerina, all caught within the background fog (or smoke) from
out of which a host of menacing figures threatens to overtake the
whole scene.  In a world so polarized by economic and political
inequalities, the image energizes the public imagination represent-
ed by the 99%: it becomes possible to imagine new forms of soli-
darity emerging to combat the perpetual capitalist diversion of
global resources and labor power for the many away from common
human needs and towards ruthless profit and speculation for the
few.

As Slavoj Žižek puts it in the title of his recent book, we are Living
in the End Times, when the capitalist world-system has exhausted
all the dumping grounds for toxic waste, all the rural areas for pro-
viding cheap labor, and all the natural resources required for end-
less accumulation.  In these end times, many people experience
daily life as riddled with crisis, uncertainty, precariousness, and
violence.  We don’t know what will emerge in the next twenty-five
to fifty years, but as many have now argued, the global economic
system cannot just adapt itself as it has in the past by way of
increasing expansion and more global hegemony by one nation or
region (whether U.S. or China).  We are living through a process
whereby something other than just another capitalist cycle of boom
and bust will have to come into being on an international scale--
for better or for worse remains to be seen.  Perhaps more so than
in other times, we now have to act without always knowing what
the consequences for those actions will be.  Indeed, as all the con-
tributors to this volume argue, the time has come.  Let’s hope we
don’t let it pass.



Above all else, this collaboration between Cultural Logic and
Works and Days represents a tangible solidarity in these times of
seemingly permanent crisis.  For all of us on the staff, as we read
through the remarkable online version of “Culture and Crisis” edit-
ed by Joe Ramsey, we were struck by its importance, as well as by
our shared commitment to the work represented in this collection.
It is therefore with great pleasure that we now offer this work in a
significantly edited print edition.

“Culture and Crisis” needs to be as widely disseminated as pos-
sible in both online and print versions.  These are key resources for
understanding where we have been, what has happened, and what
possibilities we might have for a different future.  All of us at Works
and Days are pleased and honored to be able to present “Culture
and Crisis” as a special joint volume of our respective journals.  We
wish to express our gratitude to Joe Ramsey, and to all the contrib-
utors to this project, for their remarkable efforts to bring this work
into being.
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